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The Department of History bids farewell to Professor James Haw, who will be retiring this 
spring after 38 years at IPFW. 
 
James Haw came to IPFW in 1972 with a Ph.D. from the University of Virginia and a year of 
full-time teaching experience on a temporary appointment at St. Olaf College.  His main research 
field is the era of the American Revolution. Jim has published two books, eleven journal articles, 
and various other works.  His books, which were very well received, are both biographies of 
American Revolutionary leaders, Maryland’s Samuel Chase and John and Edward Rutledge of 
South Carolina.  Both are the first and only full-length scholarly biographies of their subjects. 
 
Professor Haw has taught a variety of courses in U. S. history from the colonial period through 
the Civil War plus U. S. foreign policy.  Most of those courses had not been offered at IPFW 
before his arrival and represented important additions to the curriculum. 
 
Jim has effectively served the University and community in a variety of capacities.  He chaired 
the Colleges Committee for the City of Fort Wayne’s American Revolution Bicentennial 
celebration, and served as chair of the History Department for six years.  Perhaps his most 
enduring service contribution came during the period when the Indiana and Purdue programs at 
IPFW were being combined into one. Jim was one of the four-member committee that wrote 
IPFW’s unified academic regulations.  As chair of the Educational Policy Committee of the 
Senate in 1983-1985, he helped design a number of important policies, including the Campus 
Connection for high school students and policy governing departmental involvement in 
Continuing Education. 
 
Jim's career is a model for his younger colleagues. He is a respected and active scholar and one 
of the most effective teachers in the department. On a somewhat more personal note, his 
collegiality and wit enlivened department functions and very much contributed to making the 
History Department the pleasant place to work that it is. In the midst of pursuing his great 
extracurricular passions - bird watching and the St. Louis Cardinals - we hope that he will visit 
us on occasion and continue to share his sage advice and good cheer. 
 
Bernd Fischer 
  
Dr. Bernd Fischer, professor and chair of the Department of History, was chosen to be one of the 
2009-2010 IPFW Featured Faculty. In November 2009 he delivered his Featured Faculty lecture 
"Enver Hoxha, the little Stalin of Albania.”  In 2010, Dr. Fischer was selected as the Internal 
A&S Distinguished Lecturer. He delivered his lecture “Albanian Authoritarian Leaders: Have 
We Seen the Last of Them?” in April 2010.  
 
Dr. Fischer is a Balkans scholar and expert on Albania. In 2006, he was appointed to the 
Albanian Academy of Science, the country’s most prestigious intellectual and scientific 
institution. In 2007, he became a special advisor to the Albanian Royal Court. He is consulted 
routinely by various government intelligence agencies to analyze the current political climate in 
the Balkan region. In 2009, the Serbian language translation of his book Balkan Strongmen: 
Dictators and Authoritarian Rulers of Southeast Europe was published in Belgrade. In 2009, he 
also contributed a number of articles to edited volumes, including “Albania since 1989: the 
Hoxhaist Legacy" and “The Second World War in Albania: History and Historical Agendas.” 
 
His current projects include the Cambridge Concise History of Albania, the Hoxha biography, an 
edited volume on the Holocaust in Albania and an edited volume on Albanian American relations. 
 
Christine Erickson 
 
Dr. Erickson teaches H106 (US history since 1877), upper division courses in 20th C. U.S. 
history (women's history, Cold War, 1919-1945), and the intensive writing class for History 
majors—H217: The Nature of History.   She is currently working on a book about the Ku Klux 
Klan during the 1920s in Montana. Dr. Erickson supervises for-credit internships for History 
majors. In 2009, she was the recipient of multiple Continuing Studies Distance Learning Grants. 
 
Suzanne LaVere 
 
Suzanne LaVere has made a tremendous start to her career by being recognized for outstanding 
research with the Van Courtland Elliot Prize from the Medieval Academy of America for best 
first article in medieval studies awarded for “From Contemplation to Action: The Role of the 
Active Life in the Glossa Ordinaria on the Song of Songs” published in Speculum and for the 
Harold Perkin Prize presented by the Department of History at Northwestern University for the 
outstanding dissertation of the year, which she is now reworking into a publishable manuscript. 
She received a 2010 IPFW Summer Grant to conduct supplementary research in the archives in 
France. She presented a paper entitled “‘Preach, O Gathering of My Friends!’  The Active Life in 
Anselm of Laon’s Song of Songs Commentary and the Glossa Ordinaria” at the annual meeting 
of the Medieval Academy of America in March 2010. 
 
 
 
Ann Livschiz 
 
Ann Livschiz teaches courses on Russian, Soviet, and world history. In the summer 2009, she spent 
two months doing archival research in Minsk for her new project “Holocaust in Belorussia: Exploring 
a ‘Site of Forgetting’,” supported by the Indiana University Faculty Research Support Grant and New 
Frontiers Exploration Grant. She presented a paper “Art of the Nation: Jewish Artists and Belorussian 
Postwar Nationalism” at the Association for the Study of Nationalities Conference this April, and is 
currently revising it for submission to Nationalities Papers: The Journal of Nationalism and 
Ethnicity. 
 
David Schuster 
 
David hails from California, where he completed his bachelor’s degree at the University of 
California, Berkeley, and his Ph.D. at the University of California, Santa Barbara.  He teaches 
United States history and is currently finishing a book entitled Neurasthenic Nation: America’s 
Search for Comfort, Happiness, and Health, 1869-1920. His interests gravitate towards cultural 
issues and how things such as music, health care, games, literature, and fashion can be studied as 
relics from the past. 
 
Richard Weiner 
 
Over the past few years Dr. Weiner has been researching the wide-ranging impact that Alexander 
von Humboldt's Political Essay on the Kingdom of New Spain (1811) had on Mexico. He has 
studied and written about the text's impact on Mexico's Revolutions of 1810 and 1910, 
the nineteenth-century "scramble for Mexico," and Mexican economic culture.  His most recent 
presentations were “Social Consequences of the Porfirian export boom from the perspective of 
intellectual history” and “Discourse on Silver in 19th Century Mexico," both of which were 
presented this year in Mexico City at the Segundo Congreso Latinoamericano de Historia 
Económica. 
 
The Department of History celebrates Barbara Blauvelt, in recognition of her forty years of 
service at IPFW.   
 
 
In the Fall 2010, the Department of History will welcome Assistant Professor Jeffrey Malanson 
(PhD 2010, Boston College), a specialist in Colonial and Revolutionary American History. 
 
For 2010-2011, the Department of History will be hosting Xin Fan, a Future Faculty Fellow 
from Indiana University, Bloomington, who will be offering courses on history of Asia, 
including Modern and Contemporary China.  
